On Accepting
Differences
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In a diverse classroom full of individuals,
it is indispensable to take account of different
perceptions and experiences. | do not force
my students to speak from one perspective.
| just earnestly hope that they speak one
language. “Perspective” here means a point
of view, while “language” means acceptance.
Students give a genuine consent when they
accept different ideas and, at the same time,
all speak in harmony.

In class, | trust my students as | always
do. It is crucial that students possess a strong
sense of security before they have the grit
to speak and share. Undoubtedly, teachers
play a pivotal role in creating a fearless and
pressure-free atmosphere for them to convey
their messages.

Talking about accepting differences,
we should all realize that in society there
are different voices. A society of peaceful
variation benefits the whole mankind.

We teachers are shaping the lives of our
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students, guiding them to be respectful
to such variation. There is, however, an
appreciable difference between the words
“‘agree” and “tolerate”. Guiding our students
to agree and to respect, we are not telling
them to give in to opposite ideas. Rather, they
should learn to recognize diversities and to
permit them. This is more than “tolerance”.

When students answer a question, we
tend to say, “You've got the correct answer”,
or “Oh, sorry, you've got the wrong answer”.
Interestingly, answers can change according
to different scenarios, different people and
different eras. When we are too concerned
about the “right” and the “wrong”, students are
deprived of their interest in learning.

In this 21st century, it is advisable to
allow our students to listen to different
opinions while still holding on to their own.
When 35 students respond to a question,
each speaking from his own perspective,
they benefit from 35 different points of view.
What one needs to do next is to analyze all
the different opinions and then explain his
own choice. In school, therefore, we should
encourage students to share, rather than
training them to give us the “correct” answers.

In a Literature lesson, for example, after
reading a short story related to youth and
aging, the students are invited to give their
opinion about it.

Student A: We human beings are
approaching death day by day.

Student B: Should we not be thankful,
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instead, that we’re still alive and can live one more
day?

Teacher: We've got two different perspectives
on the same story. Now, I'd like you to vote for
your choice and give a precise explanation of it.

Most of the students vote for Student A’s
statement. Student B thus looks quite moody.
In this case, the teacher is expected to show
interest in Student B’s statement. In fact, his
attitude matters a lot as it can help give the
students confidence and motivation. We all know
that in a free discussion, there is not a clear- cut
distinction between the positive and negative
comments. What we need to do is to give students
encouragement and assurance. In the case
above, the teacher can draw a conclusion based
on the two different perspectives: we don't know
what comes next, when the last goodbye is, how
life goes on. So, we should live our lives to the
fullest and live every day as if it were going to be
our last.

In brief, the teacher should act as an
organizer, observer and participant in a free
discussion, allowing the students the opportunity
to voice their perspectives. This way, the students
will be more willing to share their comments
and will appreciate the teacher’s generosity and
openness to diversity.

By way of conclusion, acceptance of diversity
is to be promoted in the classroom and this
depends on the teachers’ positive and open
attitude, an inclusive atmosphere, and a sense of

security in the learning environment.
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