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Teaching IS an
Honourable Profession
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“Teaching is an Honourable Profession”. This
statement has held true since | began my teaching
experience at an education institute in Hong Kong in
the summer of 2014.

Being a recent graduate from the University of
California, Berkeley, with a degree in American
Studies, | have been a part-time teacher at the
institute for the past two summers. The institute
strives to inspire Hong Kong students with
social skills such as “Respect” and “Motivation”
through special events, and academic skills
through a diversity of classes such as World Music,
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Neuroscience, Debate, among others. | have the
pleasure of teaching Filmmaking to a small class
of students who are from Form 2 or 3 in their
respective local schools.

Teaching within the classroom parameters of the
institute is a magical gift from the perspective of a
foreigner with some understanding about the rigorous
education system in Hong Kong. Before the start of
the course, all the teachers attended two weeks’ staff
orientation, during which we familiarized ourselves
with the classroom culture, studied the strategy of
interacting with a “holistic” mindset, planned our first
few lessons, and were also educated about the Hong
Kong education system.

| am always intrigued when the guest lecturers
touch base on the academic rigor shown in students’
struggle to comprehend, the on-going exams for
which students nearly study day and night, the
“survival of the fittest” spirit among the student body
competing for the best score in an effort to be ranked
No. 1 in class, and the life-changing moments when
the students perform below average, or perhaps
achieve high scores in the Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education Examination (DSE).

This outside factor is what promotes the institute
as a magical place and enhances the uniqueness
of my consecutive teaching experience. Teaching
at the institute has cultivated not only my life-
long connections with the students within the time
span of five weeks, but also my understanding
of the education value in Hong Kong. While
Hong Kong restricts the students’ goal to exam-
based learning, the institute releases the tension
through the positive reinforcements in terms of
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the undivided attention they deserve in a small
classroom space, boosting the “Love of Learning”
social skill during the “Student Teaching Day” special
event, introducing cheers to promote inclusivity,
making students feel welcome to have their voices
heard, flicking our fingers, which gestures at our
unwavering support for everything that the students
partake in, and so much more. As much as | want
to keep spreading the institute’s magic, it is only
special for you to experience the magic yourself.

Teaching in the institute is an honourable profession
for me and little did | know | have been learning
alongside my students as well. We all perceive
teaching as a one-way street where the teacher
is lecturing the entire time and the students are
listening. In my Filmmaking class, however, |
transform the learning into a “student teaching
student” relationship. While teaching them my
Filmmaking lessons, it is important to ignite
their learning. Allowing them to present their
understanding of my lessons is equally, if not more,
important. Hence, | always allocate presentation
time for the students to showcase their storyboard
drawings and provide speaking opportunities
for them to practise their “English all the Time”
social skill. As a result, | enjoy hearing about
my students’ interests and learning about their
passions. As a teacher, | strive to cultivate these
students’ talents, thereby motivating them to take
ownership of their work and be acknowledged as
the people they really are.

As | conclude my third journey in the institute,
| stand by the statement: Teaching is an
Honourable Profession.
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